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L Conflicting Postulates of the Law

The laws governing criminal proce.rz are based on 2 compromise
between conflicting objectives of policy - on the one hand, effective law
enforcement which concerns the security of the community as a whole and on
the other, the protection of the rights of the accused. In determining its artitude
tosuch matters as the scope of the powers conferred on the police during pre-trial
investigations, the admissibility of confessions and the reception of similar fact
evidence of character and relevant evidence obtained by illegal means, the law
necessarily seeks to achieve an equilibrium between these competing

objectives. In an area of the law dominated by broad policy considera:io;s

judicial attitudes frequently reflect a divergence of opinion in regard to emphasis
and priorities.
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“ision excluding the confession on law enforcement: e

estimony anests
cannot be solved without confessions, that ample expert test’
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