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1. INTRODUCTION 

Religious extremism is characterised by an intense ideological 

commitment to a belief system, demonstrated by actions that reflect 

fidelity to a belief system.1 It involves actions that characterise religious 

groups’ rites and customs, like seclusion, proselytising unbelievers, 

malevolence, criminalisation, and the extermination of disobedient 

people.2 Members see these acts as regular activities sanctioned by 

religious scholars, while others may see them as fundamentalist delusions.3 
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